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First Evening of Rosh Hashanna

WE NEED TO BE JUDGED
Why does Rosh Hashanna draw us all to shul? We all know that we need to be judged
because if we are not judged, we do not count and nothing we do makes sense. Life
can be looked at many different ways. There are four different versions of what life
is about, One: life is a stage, but that isn't satisfying because the inner and the
outer man may conflict., An actor doesn't play himself, Two: Llife is a circus. We
need thrills, we have to get high, This ends at self-destruction, Three: life is
a dog-eat-dog struggle. The trouble with this is we will be cruel or badly maimed,
Four: life is an athletic contest, The trouble with this is that only one can win,
Everyone else must lose. Judaism says that all these versions are wrong. Life is
a book and every man is an author, and it is up to us to write the pages. We learn
about a strange medrash, The angels didn't know when Rosh Hashanna would be, They
asked G-d, G-d said to ask the people below. We need to be judged to dispel hopelessness
and despair and to know that we count., Another medragsh., G-d moves from seat of
judgement to seat of mercy when He hears the shofar., When we know someone cares and is

concerned, we can stand life's ravages.




